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EDITOR 


California 


The enactment of the Premarital Examination Law, Marriages by years in Nevada, from 1927 to 1940, 
which became effective in September of 1939, has are shown in the following table. Prior to 1932 mar- 
affected the trend of marriages in California to a riages in Nevada were recorded by calendar years. 
marked degree. In 1940 there were 46,564 marriages Beginning with 1932 marriages in that state are 
registered in California, as compared with 64,397 tabulated by fiscal years. The data for 1932-1933, 
marriages in 1937. The decrease is due, no doubt, to therefore, represent eighteen months of marriages. 
the migration of prospective brides and grooms to The California so-called ‘‘Gin Marriage Law’’ was 
Arizona and Nevada, as well as other states, for the enacted in 1927, and the influx of brides and grooms 
marriage ceremonies. This is shown in the remark- into Nevada from California really began in 1928. 
able increase in the numbers of marriages registered The increase in the numbers of marriages performed 
in Nevada, where during the fiscal year 1939-1940, in Nevada following the enactment of the ‘‘Gin 
28,949 marriages were performed. When it is con- Marriage Law,’’ however, is not so conspicuous as the 
sidered that Nevada has a population of 110,000 and _ inerease that followed the enactment of the Pre- 
California has a population of 6,907,387, the dis- marital Examination Law in 1939. In the following 
crepancy becomes most outstanding. The following year marriages in Nevada almost doubled in number. 
table provides the numbers of marriages performed | 


in California during the years 1916 to 1940: Marriages in Nevada 
| 1927 to 1940 

Marriages by Years, California 
46,972 01,924 1935-1936 | 11.402 

60,197 1936-1987 13,987 


che 46,945 * By fiscal years beginning July 1, 1932. 
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For comparison of the trends in marriage rates 


following the enactment of the ‘‘Gin Marriage Law’’ 
and following the enactment of the Premarital Exam- 
ination Law, data by months are presented here. 
The ‘‘Gin Marriage Law’’ became effective in August 
of 1927, and the following table indicates the reduced 
numbers of marriages that were registered in Cali- 
fornia following the enactment of that law. The 
Premarital Examination Law became effective Sep- 
tember 19, 1939, and the table indicates the reduced 


numbers of marriages that were registered following 


that date. The selective draft, however, brought 
considerable increases during the four months— 
July, August, September and October of 1940. After 
October, during which month the selective draft was 


completed, marriages dropped again to a low level. 


As a matter of interest the numbers of marriages and 


rates for some of the more popular centers of Nevada 
are presented herewith: Ne 


Marriages. by Months, California 


1927-1928 
1927 1928 
Marriages by Months, California 
1939-1940 
| 1939 1940 
4,569 3,022 
5,764 4,753 
3,185 3,295 
Nevada Marriages 
1939-1940 
Per 1000 
population 
Beno (Washoe Counts) 14,681— 503.4 
Las Vegas (Clark County) ___..._.....--eennnan 8,681—1017.5 
Carson City (Ormsby County) 3,188—1435.3 


Nevada: Population, 110,000—28,949 marriages (1939-1940). 
California: Population 6,907,387—46,564 marriages (1940). 
Nevada rate: 263.2 per 1000 population (1939-1940). 
California rate: 6.7 per 1000 population (1940). 


It is believed, generally, that after the Premarital 
Examination Law has been in effect for a longer 


period of time the California marriage rate will 
begin to more nearly approach normal. Efforts are 
being made to secure the enactment of a similar law 
in Nevada. Because of the economic factors con- 
cerned, however, it would seem that a very large 
number of California brides and grooms will con- 


tinue their journeys to Nevada for some time to 
come. 


PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS OF N. Y. A. 
EMPLOYEES | 
During the month of January, 38 youths enrolled 

in the vocational training program of the National 
Youth Administration in Sacramento, were given 
complete physical examinations by a medical officer 
of the Industrial Hygiene Service. Of this number, 
22 were found to have remedial physical defects such 
as hernias, carious teeth, defective vision, and one 
case of anemia. Six of these 22 had disabling defects | 
which were considered nonremedial, such as ortho- 
pedic impairments, and minor cardio-vascular dis- 
orders. All of these cases were referred to local pri- 


vate physicians, or to the county hospital for treat- 
ment. 


These examinations are being conducted for the 
purpose of detecting defects in the early stages, when 


they may be remedied by proper corrective meas- 


ures. Since October 28, 1940, 138 N. Y. A. employees 
have been examined. Of this number, 79, or 59 per 
cent of the total, have been found to have some type 
of physical defect. Fifty-nine cases have had reme- 
dial defects, and 20 cases have defects which are not 
considered amenable to treatment. 


RAW SUGAR > 


Health food stores in the Los Angeles area were 
inspected in January for raw sugar which, although 
labeled ‘‘not to be used for food’’ is commonly sold 
as a food. There is no objection to the sale of this 
product but because it is commonly filled with impuri- 
ties, it is often found unfit for human consumption. 


Adequate steps will be taken to insure the sale of 


raw sugar which is free from contamination or 
impurities. 


> ALIMENTARY PASTE 


Particular attention was paid during January to 
manufacturers and distributors of spaghetti, maca- 
roni, egg noodles and other paste products. Particu- 
lar attention was paid to the use of prohibited artifi- 
cial coloring and the presence of stocks infested with 
weevils. 
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INDUSTRIAL HEALTH STUDIES IN 
AIRCRAFT FACTORY 

_ Studies made by this service in one of the largest 
‘aircraft manufacturing plants in the State indicated 
several,occupational health hazards, requiring control 
measures. Recommendations on advisable corrective 
measures which were submitted to company officials 
have been put into effect. During the past month, 
further studies were made to evaluate the efficiency 
of these controls in eliminating or minimizing the 
hazards involved. These investigations included 
‘determinations of atmosplieric lead, carbon monox- 
ide, and spray painting vapors and mists. It was 


found that working conditions in the departments in | 


question had been greatly improved by the con- 

trol measures which have already been instituted, but 
that further improvements are advisable in order to 
provide complete health protection to the 228 
employees who are exposed to these materials. The 
plant management is cooperating in every possible 
way in bringing about the correction of conditions 
which our studies have shown to be potentially dan- 
gerous to the health of workers, and has asked that 
we continue to advise them on the adequacy of their 
occupational disease control 


WINE STANDARDIZATION 


Sampling of wine in bulk at wineries and retail 
outlets was continued. Interpretation of analyses 
indicate conditions better than normal. Most retail- 
ers now handle bulk dry wine in very small contain- 
ers which tends to prevent spoilage. lLaxity and 
carelessness in labeling was encountered. Disposition 
of more than 12,000 gallons of sub-standard sauterne 
under quarantine since 1938 was started. It will be 
used for distillation purposes. Nearly 8,000 gallons 
of vintage wines were checked for the issuance of vin- 
tage approval. 


ON-SALE INSPECTIONS | 
The scarcity of French cognac and Scotch whisky 
has led to higher prices for these products and has 
provided a motive for adulteration. Five separate 
establishments in San Francisco were found to be 
offering for sale imitation Scotch whisky, French 
cognac and other products. Ten liquor dealers in the 
Los Angeles area were found to have refilled con- 
tainers with adulterated liquors. Fifteen similar vio- 
lations were uncovered in the San Diego area. The 
voluntary withdrawal from sale of 82 cases of bonded 
whisky evidently mislabeled in error was reported 
during the month. 


GROUND MEAT 


A survey of the practice of preserving ground 
meat with prohibited or undeclared meat preserva- 


tives was continued during January in San Fran- 


cisco, Alameda, Fresno, Santa Barbara and Los An- 
geles Counties. Out of 50 establishments inspected, 
it was found that 80 per cent openly admitted the use 
of some type of preservative, ranging from common 
baking soda to sulphur dioxide. The malicious use of 
sulphite of soda is quite prevalent and Chinese deal- 
ers are chronic violators of this type of offense. Three 
Orientals in Fresno were convicted of selling ham- 
burger adulterated with sodium sulphite. Fines 
ranging from $25 to $50 were imposed. Complaints 
of similar practice have been filed in several counties 
of the San Joaquin Valley and southern California. 


BLOOD TESTS RUNNING HIGH 


_ The blood testing of  selectees continued during 


January, making the work-load of the State labora- 
tory excessive. The following tests were performed 
in the laboratory during January: 


Gonococcus smears 537 
testis 4,044 
2,055 


PREMARITIAL AND PRENATAL TESTS 


During January, 7,783 premarital blood tests and 
11,404 prenatal blood tests were reported. Of the 
premarital tests 1.66 per cent proved positive and of 
the prenatal tests 1.25 per cent proved positive. Since 
September 19, 1939, when the premarital and pre- 
natal laws became effective, 131,499 premarital tests 
and 156,166 prenatal tests have been reported. The 
percentage of positive premarital tests was 1.82 and 
the percentage of positive prenatal tests was 1.60. 


FROZEN EGG PRODUCTS 


During January, 231,000 pounds of frozen egg 
meats were received from California, Kansas, Okla- 
homa, Texas and Washington. Proper certificates 
accompanied each shipment. One lot of more than 
19,000 pounds, however, was placed under quaran- 
tine because of certain irregularities. 


DRUG DISTRIBUTION 


During January drugs sufficient for 45,868 treat- 
ments of venereal diseases were distributed. 


{ } alt 
} 
4 
ib 
mH 
(hile 
. 
ae 
“4 
al 41; 
eae 
eh 
my 
» oul 
‘ 
th) 
i 
4 
Gs 
* 
- 
« 
‘ 
j 
‘ 
” 
% .* 
. 
< ‘ 
av 
¢ 
; 
tae 
“ « ge 
ive * 
4 
> 
: 
; 
a 
‘ 
ace 
‘ 
a 
« 
tas 
4 
at 
be 
Pint 
‘ 
Rs 
Me, 
é 
4 
4, 
’ a 
4 
he ‘ 
J 
4 
= 
oe 
. 
2! 
‘ 
$ 
é 
wig w* 
me 
oe 
aig 
a 
j 
44%. 
4 
ih 
‘ 
~* 
adi 
iat) 
i* in} 
ia 
i 
14 


5% 


= 


ow » 


- 


~ 


* 


4 
1% 
i 
iz. 
& 
i 
4 
4 


een 


Sst 


- 


4 


24 Weekly Bulletin, California Department of Public Health, March 1, 1941 

MORBIDITY Scarlet Fever 
Chiskonpex February 22, 1941 | County 1, Fresno County 4, Eureka 2, Imperial County 1, Kern 


950 cases: Berkeley 6, Oakland 45, San Leandro 3, Antioch 3, 
Fresno County 10, Imperial County 1, Calexico 5, Kern County 
16, Bakersfield 7, Delano 6, Hanford 6, Lake County 2, Los 
Angeles County 70, Burbank 6, Compton 1, Culver City 3, El 
Segundo 13, Glendale 10, Hermosa 10, Huntington Park 2, Ingle- 
wood 4, La Verne 1, Long Beach 6, Los Angeles 83, Monrovia 1, 
Montebello 2, Pasadena 10, Pomona 3, Redondo 2, San Fer- 
nando 2, San Gabriel 1, Santa Monica 19, Whittier 12, Tor- 
rance 3, Lynwood 4, South Gate 7, Monterey Park 1, May- 
wood 2, Madera 4, Sausalito 1, Yosemite National Park 1, Mer- 
ced 8, Monterey County 3, King City 2, Grass Valley 2, Orange 


County 14, Anaheim 29, Fullerton 6, Huntington Beach 4, Santa. 


Ana 25, La Habra 1, Tustin 18, Auburn 3, Riverside County 6, 
Banning 6, Riverside 15, Palm Springs 7, Sacramento County 1, 
Sacramento 43, Ontario 40, Redlands 1, San Diego County 6, 
Chula Vista 1, San Diego 16, San Francisco 146, San Joaquin 
County 22, Stockton 7, Tracy 1, San Luis Obispo County 2, 


Paso Robles 138, San Luis Obispo 8, Burlingame 1, Redwood 


City 1, San Mateo 3, Menlo Park 1, Santa Barbara County 2, 
Santa Barbara 4, Santa Maria 2, Santa Clara County 3, Palo 
Alto 4, San Jose 5, Sunnyvale 4, Shasta County 1, Solano 
County 2, Stanislaus County 20, Modesto 6, Sutter County 6, 
Tulare County 3, Visalia 3, Fillmore 1, Ventura 1, Yolo 
County 7, Winters 1, Woodland 14, Yuba County 5. 


Diphtheria 


12 cases: San Leandro 1, Fresno County 1, Calipatria 1, 
Monterey County 1, Placer County 1, Riverside 3, Sacramento 
2, San Diego 1, Stanislaus County 1. 


German Measles 


264 cases: Alameda County 10, Alameda 1, Berkeley 2, Liver- 
more 1, Oakland 1, Pleasanton 4, San Leandro 1, Fresno 
County 5, Fresno 2, Eureka 1, Kern County 1, Susanville 4, 
Los Angeles County 5, Alhambra 1, Compton 1, Glendale 2, 
Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 41, Los Angeles 10, Mon- 
rovia 1, Pasadena 10, San Marino 3, South Pasadena 1, South 
Gate 2, Maywood 1, Bell 1, San Rafael 1, Sausalito 2, Mon- 
terey County 1, Orange County 3, Anaheim 7, Fullerton 2, 


Santa Ana 4, Laguna Beach 5, Tustin 1, Elsinore 5, Perris 2, 


Riverside 2, Ontario 1, San Diego County 8, Chula Vista 2, 
Escondido 1, Oceanside 3, San Diego 28, San Francisco 9, 
Stockton 2, San Luis Obispo 1, Santa Barbara 1, Mountain 
View 1, Palo Alto 3, San Jose 4, Shasta County 5, Dunsmuir 1, 
Solano County 2, Tulare County 1. ) 


606 cases: 
County 169, 


Oakland 2, Oroville 1, Inyo County 5, Kern 
Los Angeles County 122, Alhambra 9, Long 


Beach 1, Los Angeles 42, Torrance 1, Lynwood 1, Maywood l, 


San Rafael 13, Monterey County 4, King City 3, Pacific Grove 1, 
Orange i, San Diego County 2, San Diego 1, San Francisco 12, 
San Joaquin County 2, Lodi 1. 


Malaria | 
One case: Long Beach. 


109 cases: Alameda County 1, Berkeley 1, Oakland 1, Gridley 
1, Kern County 1, Bakersfield 1, Hanford 1, Los Angeles 
County 2, Burbank 3, Huntington Park 1, La Verne 1, Los 
Angeles 11, Pasadena 1, Pomona 2, San Rafael 3, Mariposa 
County 2, Monterey County 5, King City 1, Napa County l, 
Napa 7, Tustin 1, Riverside County 1, Riverside 2, Sacramento 
1, San Diego County 1, Chula Vista 1, San Diego 2, San 
Francisco 5, Paso Robles 1, San Luis Obispo 1, Daly City 1, 
Santa Barbara County 2, Santa Barbara 1, Shasta County 4, 
Ventura County 2, Ventura 1. : 


Mumps 


449 cases: Alameda County 1, Berkeley 1, Oakland 5, Gridley 
1, Contra Costa County 1, El Centro 1, Inyo County 3, Kern 
County 35, Bakersfield 3, Delano 16, Los Angeles County 55, 
Alhambra 1, El Segundo 2, Glendale 14, Huntington Park 2, 
Inglewood 1, Long Beach 12, Los Angeles 53, Monrovia 11, 
Montebello 1, Pasadena 1, Pomona 18, San Fernando 1, Santa 
Monica 2, South Pasadena 2, Whittier 3, Hawthorne 3, South 
Gate 1, Monterey Park 5, Maywood 1, Bell 1, Gardena 2, Sausa- 
lito 2, Monterey County 1, Monterey 1, Salinas 1, Orange 
County 11, Anaheim 1, Fullerton 2, Huntington Beach 17, New- 
port Beach 4, Santa Ana 7, La Habra 16, Riverside County 4, 
Indio 5, La Mesa 1, San Diego 9, San Francisco 43, San 
Luis Obispo County 2, San Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo 2, 
Santa Barbara County 2, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Maria l, 
Santa Clara County 1, San Jose 3, Shasta County 7, Solano 
County 17, Stanislaus County 13, Trinity County 4, Tulare 
County 1, Ventura County 3, Ventura 2, Winters 4, Woodland l. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


77 cases: Alameda County 1, Oakland 1, Kern County l, 
Lake County 1, Los Angeles County 6, Alhambra 1, Glendale 2, 
Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 35, Montebello 1, San Gabriel 1, 
Torrance 1, Napa County 1, Napa 1, Riverside County l, 
Sacramento County 2, Sacramento 3, Chino 1, San Diego 
County 1, San Francisco 9, Paso Robles 3, Santa Barbara l, 
Woodland 2. 


printed in CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 
SACRAMENTO, 1941 
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Whooping Cough 


County 5, Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles County 21, Burbank 1, 
Huntington Park 4, Los Angeles 16, Pasadena 1, Pomona 1, San 
Gabriel 1, Lynwood 1, South Gate 4, Maywood 2, Bell 1, 
Mariposa County 3, Merced 1, Mono County 2, Anaheim 1, 
Auburn 1, Lincoln 1, Riverside County 3, Blythe 1, Riverside 1, 
San Jacinto 1, Sacramento 2, San Diego County 2, San Diego 1, 
San Francisco 6, San Joaquin County 7, Manteca 1, Stockton 5, 
Redwood City 1, Santa Barbara County 1, Modesto 1, Sutter 
County 1, Tulare County 2, Tuolumne County 1, Woodland 1. 


Smallpox 
No cases reported. 


Typhoid Fever 
One case: Los Angeles County. 


344 cases: Alameda County 3, Alameda 2, Berkeley 15, Oak- 
land 17, Butte County 1, Contra Costa County 1, Imperial 
County 1, Calexico 10, Lake County 1, Los Angeles County 38, 
Alhambra 1, Burbank 1, Compton 1, El Segundo 3, Hermosa 1, 
Inglewood 3, Long Beach 6, Los Angeles 30, Manhattan Beach 
2, Monrovia 3, Pasadena 11, Pomona 1, Redondo 2, San Marino 


2, Santa Monica 5, Lynwood 3, Maywood 2, Gardena 2, Mon- 


terey County 1, Orange County 16, Anaheim 1, Brea 1, 
Huntington Beach 1, Newport Beach 1, Orange 8, Santa 
Ana 3, Seal Beach 3, La Habra 1, Laguna Beach 5, Palm 
Springs 3, Sacramento 2, San Bernardino County 3, Red- 
lands 1, San Diego County 2, Chula Vista 4, San Diego 7, 
San Francisco 57, San Joaquin County 1, Lodi 4, Stockton 5, 
San Luis Obispo 11, San Mateo County 1, San Carlos 1, Santa 
Barbara County 2, Santa Clara County 1, Shasta County 3, 
Solano County 1, Stanislaus County 3, Sutter County 1, 
Tulare County 1, Ventura County 14, Fillmore 2, Ventura 5. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 
One case: San Leandro. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 


14 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 3, Huntington 
Beach 1, San Francisco 8, Woodland 1. 


Leprosy 
One case: Fresno County. 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum 
One case: Los Angeles 
Poliomyelitis 
38 cases: Lake County 1, Los Angeles 2. 
Tetanus 
One case: Oakland. 
Trachoma 
One case: Kern County. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 


2 cases: Contra Costa County 1, Kings County 1. 


Paratyphoid Fever 
2 cases: Los Angeles 1, California 1.* 


Trichinosis 
One case: Oakland. 


Food Poisoning 
10 cases: Glendale 2, Monterey 1, San Francisco 7. 


Undulant Fever 

5 cases: Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles County 1, Glendora 1, 
Los Angeles 1, Redlands 1. 
Coccidioidal Granuloma 

One case: Long Beach. 


Septic Sore Throat 

2 cases: Mono County 1, Santa Barbara 1. 
Epilepsy 

44 cases: Oakland 5, Fresno 2, Los Angeles County 4, Los 
Angeles 22, Monterey County 1, San Francisco 8, Stockton 2. 
Rabies (Animal) 


7 cases: Imperial County 1, Los Angeles County 1, Long 
Beach 1, Monterey 1, Pacific Grove 1, San Bernardino 1, 
San Francisco l. 


* Cases charged to ‘“California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the State throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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